NPS Need to Know Newsletter Acquisition Research Program, 2020-04-03 by Johnson, Michelle & Asch, Larry
Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive
DSpace Repository
Acquisition Research Program Acquisition Research Program Need to Know Newsletter
2020-04-03
NPS Need to Know Newsletter Acquisition
Research Program, 2020-04-03
Johnson, Michelle; Asch, Larry
Monterey, California. Naval Postgraduate School
http://hdl.handle.net/10945/66547
This publication is a work of the U.S. Government as defined in Title 17, United
States Code, Section 101. Copyright protection is not available for this work in the
United States.
Downloaded from NPS Archive: Calhoun
Dear ARP friends, 
This week brings issue #2 of ARP’s weekly newsletter, which highlights key developments in 
acquisition, policy, government innovation, and research—as well as the latest news about ARP 
events and research. As always, let us know if you are doing work we can highlight in future 
issues.   
 




This Week’s Top Story  
 
DoD, Air Force Punt On New Space Acquisition Exec 
Theresa Hitchens, Breaking Defense 
No decision is being recommended on the hot-button issue of establishing a new space 
acquisition executive, a key congressionally-mandated part of reforming space acquisition, in a 
pair of studies to the Hill. Both studies are expected to be provided to Congress within days, 
DoD sources say. 
Instead, the two studies — one from DoD Acquisition czar Ellen Lord and one from Air Force 
Secretary Barbara Barrett — will focus on near-term issues, such as setting up new 
requirements processes and how to better use the flexibility Congress has granted for applying 
current legal authorities, a DoD official said. 
The delay in establishing the new post is not unexpected, as Breaking D has reported 
extensively. The Pentagon has until October 2022 under the 2020 National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) to create the controversial post of a new acquisition executive for 
space. 
The NDAA requires that the Air Force appoint a Senate-confirmed assistant secretary for space 
acquisition and integration. That person, the act said, “will “synchronize with the Air Force 
Service Acquisition Executive on all space system efforts, and take on Service Acquisition 
Executive responsibilities for space systems and programs effective on October 1, 2022.” 
The new assistant secretary will also oversee the Space and Missile Systems Center, the 
Space Rapid Capabilities Office (SpRCO), and the Space Development Agency (SDA) — all of 
which currently have separate acquisition authorities and lines of oversight. 
Therefore, DoD must establish the new space acquisition executive authority. Whether that post 
is wholly independent from the current Air Force acquisition chain is at the crux of the debate. 
Will Roper, the Air Force’s assistant secretary for acquisition, technology and logistics, is the 
current head of space acquisition. 
Read more.  
 
Acquisition and Innovation 
 
Raytheon-UTC merger wins approval, pending divestitures 
Jill Aitoro, Defense News  
DoD plan to classify spending plans gets thumbs down from almost everyone 
Scott Maucione, Federal News Network 
Space Force awards contracts worth as much as $1B for new modems 
Mike Gruss, Defense News  
Breaking the logjam: How the Pentagon can build trust with Congress 
Michèle A. Flournoy and Gabrielle Chefitz 
Why 2020 is the year the consumption model for IT takes hold 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network 
Pentagon turns to new buying tools 10 times more often 
Aaron Mehta, Defense News  
FAR Alert Notice in a Minute  
Acquisition.gov  
 
COVID-19 and Contracting 
 
Navy Accelerating Contracts to Get Ahead of Upcoming Work to Address COVID-Related 
Program Disruptions 
Megan Eckstein, USNI News 
What the stimulus package means for federal acquisition (video) 
Joe Jordan, Government Matters TV 
There’s a Playbook for Implementing the CARES Act; Agencies Need to Follow It 
Stan Soloway, Government Executive  
COVID Response Delays Awards for GSA’s E-Commerce Platform Pilots 
Aaron Boyd, NextGov 
MHS Genesis deployment suspended amid COVID-19 pandemic 
Adam Mazmanian, FCW 
Pentagon Taps Four Contractors to Build 8,000 Ventilators 
Anthony Capaccio, Bloomberg 
DoD’s top watchdog will lead pandemic response oversight 
Andrew Eversden, Federal Times  
 
Section 809 Panel Updates 
 
ARP is tracking the implementation status of the 98 recommendations produced by the Section 
809 Panel. You will find recent posts about that effort here, and you can read more about it on 
our website. 
Thornberry Reform Proposals. Expanding Acquisition Reform: Requirements, 
Sustainment, Accountability, and the Industrial Base 
House Armed Services Committee 
Sustainment Strategy: Previous reform efforts required DOD to develop individual life cycle 
sustainment plans during the acquisition milestone process. This proposal will expand that 
effort, by requiring DOD to look “horizontally” across all sustainment strategies- via a 
comprehensive sustainment strategy- in order to synchronize and streamline them. Required 
every four years, the proposal also establishes an independent sustainment advisory panel 
modeled after the successful “809 Panel” to make recommendations on streamlining and 
synchronizing the weapons sustainment ecosystem. 
Further Streamlining Title 10: One of the most significant and impactful recommendations of the 
809 Panel is to streamline Title 10 with a focus on reorganizing the acquisition statutes. The 
framework for the reorganization was enacted in the FY19 NDAA. This proposal takes the next 
step by moving the definitions to a new location and opening the door to complete this 
recommendation. 
 
Thornberry unveils Pentagon reform package 




ARP’s 17th Annual Acquisition Research Symposium Is Transforming into an Online-only 
Virtual Event 
We are pleased to announce that the 17th Annual Acquisition Research Symposium, scheduled 
for May 13-14, 2020, will transform into a virtual event. Details are still being finalized about how 
we will provide access to this world-class symposium in a secure format and in the comfort of 
your new workspace. Read more.   
 
ARP is on social media  
ARP’s new social media accounts post the day’s top news story, updates about ARP research, 
and information about the upcoming symposium.  
Follow us; tag us with your news: twitter @arp_nps  LinkedIn: @acquisition_research_program 
 
Policy and Regulatory Updates  
Beta Release of Regulations.gov 
Memorandum on Order Under the Defense Production Act Regarding the Purchase of 
Ventilators 
White House 
DoDI 5000.73, "Cost Analysis Guidance and Procedures"  (March 13, 2020) 
 
Congress  
Lawmakers look to shield defense contractors from COVID-19 fallout 
Lauren C. Williams, FCW 
Smith Statement on Continued COVID Precautions and the FY21 NDAA 
House Armed Services Committee 
The Committee has postponed the previously scheduled mark up of the National Defense 




Modly Announces First President of Naval Community College 
Seapower Magazine 
High Marks for NPS in Annual Grad School Rankings 
Nathan K. Serpico, Naval Postgraduate School 
What Is a College Education in the Time of Coronavirus? 
Richard Arum and Mitchell L. Stevens, New York Times  
Intellectual Property (IP) and Data Rights Community of Practice 
Defense Acquisition University 
<<link to webpage!>> 
 
https://nps.edu/web/acqnresearch-staging/previous-newsletters 
